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My Dear Friends in Christ, Allow me to share my prayerful greetings
as you gather on Divine Mercy Sunday to mark the fifth anniversary of the
Shrine of Our Lady of Good Voyage.
In celebrating the anniversary of this beautiful shrine dedicated to our
Blessed Mother, we recall the vision of Cardinal Cushing, who established the
original Chapel of Our Lady of Good Voyage 70 years ago, with concern for
the pastoral needs of maritime and public service personnel working many
long hours every day of the week.
Today the shrine serves as a beacon of faith and welcome to the Seaport
residents, those working in this area, and visitors coming over the bridge
from the downtown area.
Through the leadership of Fr. DeFazio and the shrine staff who coordinate
and oversee activities, Our Lady of Good Voyage hosts a vibrant young
adult ministry, is the site of many weddings and Baptisms, and the shrine
community also supports the St. Monica’s Parish outreach to those in need
in nearby neighborhoods. Thank you for all you do to assist with the ongoing
growth and development of the Shrine, be assured of my prayers and my
gratitude for your faith and your support. God bless you.

His Eminence Seán P. Cardinal O’Malley O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Boston
Scan to view video
message from
Cardinal O’Malley

Cardinal O’Malley opens
the doors of the Shrine on
April 22, 2017

I entered the new Shrine of Our Lady of Good Voyage for the first time 11
months after its grand opening. Fr. James Flavin was the Rector and Fr. Matt
Williams was the Chaplain. In my capacity as administrator, and eventually
pastor of the South Boston collaborative, I would frequently help out at the
shrine.
The shrine was clearly a very special place. The Seaport was bustling with
activity in 2018 and 2019. People who lived and worked in the Seaport made
the shrine their spiritual home. Then in 2020 the COVID-19 pandemic hit,
and the Seaport seemed to become a ghost-town. Amid the height of the
COVID pandemic in September 2020, the Cardinal appointed me as Rector of
the shrine.
The past year-and-a-half have been filled with both challenges and graces. At
the five year anniversary of this beautiful seaport chapel dedicated to Our
Lady, the shrine remains a place of great blessings to all who enter.
From the beginning of my experience at the shrine, I found the shrine to be a
place of peace and grace for all who enter. The Shrine is a welcoming place, and what that
means is that anybody who is sincerely seeking God is welcome. This is not a complicated
idea, nor is it in any way a loaded term. Simply put, there is a culture and atmosphere that
allows people to encounter Jesus Christ, from wherever they are at, and allows them the
freedom to grow in their faith.
There are priests hearing confessions at the shrine every day. Masses are celebrated six days
each week. Holy hours are offered, and the Shrine is a peaceful oasis of prayer that people
can visit daily.
Even when COVID was most hard on us, we found ways to keep the shrine doors open:
Offering daily Masses and hearing Confessions. Nearly 3,000 masses have been offered
since 2017. We ended 2021 with over 50 weddings and dozens of Baptisms! We have also
had several adults being fully initiated into the Church in both 2020 and 2021. People
continuously share their stories of encountering God, rediscovering their Christian faith,
here at the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Voyage.
These are tremendous blessings. 70 years ago the Chapel of Our Lady of Good Voyage
on Northern Avenue was where those who braved the seas and worked under the most
arduous conditions sought refuge beneath the prayerful and protective mantle of Our Lady.
Today, pilgrims on life’s journey likewise seek solace from the Mother of Jesus at the present
Shrine of Our lady of Good Voyage and find a spiritual home where they can grow in their
love, knowledge, and faith in Jesus Christ and His Church.
God is doing amazing things through the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Voyage.
With Affection,
Fr. Peter DeFazio
Rector
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History

As the New England fishing industry grew and expanded, Cardinal Cushing
recognized the growing number of fishermen working in Boston’s seaport. In 1952
he established the Seaport Chapel as a worker’s chapel for all those who worked at
sea, and he placed the church under the patronage of Our
Lady of Good Voyage. This chapel was a home for those
who worked at sea and especially for their families who
would pray for the safety of their loved ones.
As residents, workers, and tourists cross the Evelyn
Moakley bridge into Boston’s Seaport district, they are
immediately welcomed by the presence of the Shrine of
Our Lady of Good Voyage. In many ways, the Seaport
Shrine is the “gateway” to this district, welcoming all with
the peace, mercy, and love of Christ.
The current structure at the present location was dedicated
by his Eminence, Cardinal Seán O’Malley, OFM Cap.,
April 22, 2017 during the Vigil Mass of Divine Mercy.
Designed by Ethan Anthony AIA and his Firm Cram
and Ferguson Architects, the Shrine Our Lady of Good
Voyage was completed and dedicated as the first new
Catholic church to be built in Boston in more than 60
years. Located in the Seaport District and designed to seat
254, it replaces the former chapel.
Keeping with the nautical theme of the shrine and close
history with the Boston Fishermen working in the
Seaport, a statue of St. Peter the Fisherman has been
installed within the Shrine in December 2018. St. Peter is
depicted holding a fishing net and two keys referencing
the passage in scripture: “...you are Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my Church…” Matthew 16:18.
Additional stenciling was added around the statue of Our
Lady of Good Voyage.
At the start of 2019, the Shrine has undergone some
additional changes within the interior of the Church. The
most notable addition is the detailed stenciling of the
sanctuary wall and along the ceiling of the shrine.

A Growing Community
Although our history can be traced back to the 1950’s with the Chapel of Our Lady of Good
Voyage, the last five years have been a period of unprecedented growth, not only for the Seaport
neighborhood, but also for the Shrine community. In the past five years it has been a joy to
celebrate:

139 Baptisms
190 Confirmations
181 Weddings
2,702 Masses
Engaged in Ministry
The Good Samaritan Ministry at Monica’s Kitchen emerged from the tender heart
of the original Chapel of Our Lady of Good Voyage. Before the Seaport blossomed into the
community we know today, that chapel on Northern Avenue was the beloved spiritual home for
men and women who made their living on the sea and in the nearby freight yards. Those good
people knew, from experience, how hard and cold the world can be – especially to the poor. In
response, they filled the chapel with a spirit of generous hospitality, welcoming and warmly
embracing the lost sheep of our world. When the doors of the chapel were closed for the last
time, we carried that Spirit with us to our beautiful new shrine which serves as the anchor of The
Good Samaritan Ministry at Monica’s Kitchen. Our ministry provides practical help and support
to individuals and families living with all of the adversity and suffering that poverty, indifference
and injustice can impose on fragile hearts and spirits. More importantly, Monica’s Kitchen is a
gathering space, a sanctuary of peace and welcome where those who often live in the shadows
experience the blessing of belonging to a community of caring compassion.

F

A Look to our Future

ollowing Mary’s example, and guided by her exemplary discipleship, as epitomized by her
Magnificat, the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Voyage seeks to make Jesus Christ known by bringing
his welcoming and loving presence into the midst of the world: through prayer, the Sacraments,
works of mercy, beauty, devotions, and by ministering to all who pass through her doors.
In 2017, no one envisioned what the shrine would blossom into. The Cardinal foresaw the possibility of
making the shrine an important center of young adult ministry. Certainly, young adult ministry, young
adult catechesis and ongoing enticement, and young couples preparing for marriage have become a vital
part of our mission as a shrine community.

Overall, however, the age demographics of the shrine are quite diverse. Attending Our Lady of Good
Voyage most days are a combination of working people on their lunch-breaks, residents, and visitors. In
the afternoon, evenings, and weekends, many people stop by the shrine to pray, speak with a priest or
shrine staff, or attend Mass. Among the frequent visitors are parents with their children, people who live
nearby, tourists and students.
Our mission has therefore evolved to be that of a welcoming, prayerful oasis of Catholic spirituality in a
midst of a vibrant urban center.
As mentioned elsewhere in this booklet, our outreach to young adults has frequently resulted in couples
later seeking to get married at the shrine. Often times, this has translated into adults seeking to receive
their Sacraments of Initiation and, later, the Baptism of children.
In 2021, there were more than 50 weddings at the Seaport Shrine and more than 25 baptisms. Evenings
of prayerful vocational discernment have also taken place—and borne results—with men applying to
the seminary.
Early in the shrine’s history, parishioners expressed a desire to reach out to the greater South Boston
community, especially to those struggling with poverty and substance use. Through the shrine’s
partnership with St. Monica’s parish and the Good Samaritan Ministry there has been an outpouring of
goodwill from the Our Lady of Good Voyage community as people have reached beyond their comfort
zones to minister to the lost sheep of our city.
During these past five years, the shrine is seen by both Catholics and non-Catholics alike as a good
neighbor. We cherish the friendly ties that the shrine has built and continues to maintain with business
establishments and neighborhood associations. We look forward to continuing our role as the Seaport
community’s lovely church, making the love of Christ apparent.
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Our Community
“... Our beloved Shrine ...It’s evolved
over the years but remains a
tranquil and welcoming sanctuary.
My happy place.”
- Julia Petipas

“During the dark days of the
pandemic (2020) Our Lady
of Good Voyage guided
me to the Boston Seaport
Sunday 7pm Mass.
Forever grateful to Her and
the wonderful people who
gather to break bread with
The Light of the World.”
- David Woods

“Every day for The Holy Sacrifice of The Mass, [I go] to receive our Lord and
Savior JESUS in the most Beautiful Shrine of our Mother Mary. There is nothing
better than that. Thanks Father Peter and Father Luis also for your easy access
to Confession. Thank You.”
- Al McK

“We attend OLGV and our family business (my dad and brothers) installed all of
the stone flooring and stone altar. We are so appreciative and honored that we
were included in participating in the construction of the beautiful OLGV church.
We are so happy that the church anchors a very busy, growing, lively, and
picturesque part of Boston.”
- Lisa

Saluti Neighbor!

Congratulations to the Seaport Shrine for
celebrating 5 years of evangelization in the
heart of Boston’s Seaport.

Come, Capture The Romance at Boston Harbor
An illuminating presence in Boston since 1987, we’ve always been a special place where many paths converge.
From night to light, your celebration awaits.

T. +1.617 439-7000
70 Rowes Wharf - Boston - MA 02110
BOSTONHARBORHOTEL .COM

Congratulations to
Our Lady of Good Voyage
on its 5-year Anniversary.
You have improved the lives
of thousands of voyagers
in the Seaport.

Your friends at
Boston Global Investors

Congratulations to
Our Lady of Good Voyage
on its 5 Year Anniversary

Compassion is the heart of our mission. We pledge to provide families with clear
information and gentle understanding regarding all funeral service options, including
wake, funeral, cremation and graveside services. Our commitment to the highest
quality service and value is unsurpassed. We invite you to our Home to discuss all
the options available for your loved one, or for your own pre-need planning.
Vertuccio & Smith Funeral Home
773 Broadway
Revere, MA 02151
Office: 781.284.7756
Fax: 781.284.0566
Email: services@vertuccioandsmith.com

Happy Anniversary,

WSDEVELOPMENT.COM

OU R L A DY OF GOOD VOYAGE

A BEACON IN THE SEAPORT COMMUNITY FOR
FIVE YEARS AND MANY MORE TO COME:

Thank you for being the cornerstone
of our neighborhood.

To our Friends at Shrine of
Our Lady of Good Voyage,
Congratulations on your
5 Years Anniversary.
Your Friends at The Envoy!

70

S L EE PE R

ST,

B O ST O N,

M A

022 10

|

617. 3 3 8. 3 0 3 0

|

T H E E N VOY H OTE L .C OM

The Good Samaritan Ministry at Monica’s Kitchen

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink.
I was a stranger, and you invited me in…”

Thank you to the community at the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Voyage for bringing hope and healing to
our friends and neighbors at Monica’s Kitchen!
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Digital & Offset Printing
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Let us help with your next project
Call Jon for an estimate (617) 212-8461
or email jhostage@allegiancegraphics.com

www.allegiancegraphics.com

5th Anniversary Celebration
9:30 am Mass: Bishop Robert Reed, Fr. Luis & Fr. Peter, & Dcn. Paul
11:30 am Mass: Fr. Paolo, Fr. Peter, Fr. Luis, Fr. Scott, & Dcn. Paul
7:00 pm Mass: Fr. Peter, & Dcn. Paul

Join us for Mass
Sunday
9:30 am, 11:30 am, 7:00 pm
Monday - Friday
12:10 pm
Ordinary Form Latin Mass
First Friday of the month, 7:00 pm

Hours of Operation
Monday - Saturday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am - 8:00 pm

Shrine of Our Lady of Good Voyage
51 Seaport Boulevard
Boston, MA 02127
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 52198
Boston, MA 02205
339-201-1184 | seaportshrine@gmail.com | www.seaportshrine.org | @SeaportShrine

